SCHOOL HEALTH NEWS


It is well known that sick or injured students do not learn as well as those who are fit and healthy.  Unrecognized health problems contribute not only to underachievement, but also to absenteeism, tardiness, inattention, and disciplinary problems.  

School health services, as provided by a certified school nurse, supplement the efforts of parents and health care providers to maintain and promote the health of students.  School health services do not replace the parent's responsibility for obtaining health care.  The school nurse provides assistance in evaluating present or potential health problems to insure that a student's learning potential will not be lessened by physical or mental health obstacles.

The State mandated school health screening services that will be provided throughout the school year are:

Hearing screening

Grades K-1-3-5-9

-AND-
Vision screening

   Grades K-1-3-5-7-9
(**You will be notified by the school nurse if any abnormal findings are observed**)

WHEN IS YOUR CHILD TOO SICK TO GO TO SCHOOL?   Attending school on a regular basis is important for each child’s academic and social development.  Here are some guidelines to consider when deciding to send your child to school or keep your child home.  Your child is too sick to go to school if any of these symptoms are present: **Has a temperature above 100 degrees Fahrenheit by mouth.  When your child has been free of a fever for 24 hours, is feeling better and does not have other symptoms, then your child may return to school. **Has pain from earache, headache, sore throat, or a recent injury.  **Has a cough that interferes with your child’s daily routine. **Has shortness of breath or an increase in wheezing. **Has vomiting or diarrhea. **Has yellow or green drainage from the eye(s). **Has broken out in a rash. **Has a communicable/nuisance disease.  (see below) 
COMMUNICABLE/NUISANCE DISEASES:  The Board of Health has guidelines that must be followed in regards to this.  Some examples of the more common diseases seen in the school setting are chicken pox, common colds, pinkeye, the flu, impetigo, head lice, ringworm, and strep throat.  The school nurse is not a doctor and cannot diagnose diseases.  Therefore, please take your child to your family physician if you suspect a communicable or nuisance disease before sending them to school.  A guideline sheet is available upon request.

IMMUNIZATIONS:  Students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12 for the 2012-2013 school year, are required to have written proof on file at their school that they are fully immunized.  This is a state law.  The Ohio State requirements for students vary according to grade level.  Students who are not in compliance are to be excluded from school attendance no later than the fifteenth day after admission.  You will be notified by the school nurse if your child is not in compliance.
MEDICATIONS:  Some students are able to attend school regularly only through the effective use of medication.  If possible, all such medications should be administered at home.  If this is not possible, medication will be administered in school only after a Care Plan for Students with Medical Health Impairments has been filled out and signed by the parent/guardian, as well as the family physician.  This form must be filled out for all medications, including "over-the-counter" medications.  Forms are available upon request.  Medication is to be brought to school by the parent/guardian only, and must be in the original container.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call Mrs. R. Zebroski, School Nurse.
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